
                                          Illinois Learning Benchmarks for Science Exhibits Shows and Programs

                                          Middle / Junior High School Upper Level Lower Level Sky Shows Programs

This guide is intended to help teachers to plan a field trip to the Adler Planetarium and address 
Illinois State Goals and Benchmarks.  Teachers can use this grid to see if a goal or 
benchmark is met or addressed in an Adler exhibit, show, or program.

If a benchmark is labeled addresses benchmark, then the exhibit or show addresses part of 
the benchmark but not all aspects of the benchmark.  If a benchmark is labeled meets 
benchmark, then the exhibit or show addresses most or all aspects of that benchmark. These 
categories are based on the exhibit or show as a stand alone, meaning that the students will address 
these ideas by walking through and engaging with the entire exhibit.  Additional instruction by 
teachers, pre- and post-activities, and discussion of exhibit elements will deepen the learning 
experience.  A trip to the museum works best for students when it is aligned with other curricula and 
classroom activities.

Please note that each sky show has a recommended audience or age group.  While benchmarks may 
be addressed or met for a given grade level, the show may not be appropriate overall for that
grade level.

Th
e M

ilk
y W

ay
 G

ala
xy

Ou
r S

ola
r S

ys
tem

Sh
oo

t f
or

 th
e M

oo
n: 

A J
ou

rn
ey

 w
ith

 Ji
m 

Lo
ve

ll

Sh
oo

t f
or

 th
e M

oo
n: 

Mi
ssi

on
 M

oo
n

Th
e Z

ula
 Pa

tro
l: M

iss
ion

 W
ea

the
r

Atw
oo

d S
ph

ere

Br
ing

ing
 th

e H
ea

ve
ns

 to
 Ea

rth

Cy
be

rSp
ac

e G
all

er
y

Cy
be

rSp
ac

e C
las

sro
om

Fro
m 

the
 N

igh
t S

ky
 to

 th
e B

ig 
Ba

ng

Ma
ps

Sk
y's

 th
e L

im
it

Sp
ac

e V
isu

ali
za

tio
n L

ab

Un
ive

rse
 in

 Yo
ur

 H
an

ds

Bla
ck

 H
ole

s: 
Th

e O
the

r S
ide

 of
 In

fin
ity

 (R
ec

om
me

nd
ed

 fo
r g

ra
de

s 5
-12

)

Di
sco

ve
r O

ur
 U

niv
er

se
 (R

ec
om

me
nd

ed
 fo

r g
ra

de
s 3

-6)

Eg
yp

tia
n N

igh
ts 

(R
ec

om
me

nd
ed

 fo
r g

ra
de

s 4
-8)

Ni
gh

t S
ky

 Li
ve

! (
Re

co
mm

en
de

d f
or

 gr
ad

es
 5-

10
)

Tim
eS

pa
ce

 (R
ec

om
me

nd
ed

 fo
r g

ra
de

s 6
-10

)

Un
de

r t
he

 W
ea

the
r (

Re
co

mm
en

de
d f

or
 ag

es
 5-

8)

Sta
rs 

& 
Pla

ne
ts 

gr
ad

es
 K-

4

Sp
ac

e E
xp

lor
ati

on
 gr

ad
es

 4-
8

Me
as

ur
ing

 O
ur

 U
niv

er
se

 9-
12

State Goal 11A.  Know and apply the concepts, principles and processes of scientific inquiry.

State Goal 11B.  Know and apply the concepts, principles and processes of technological design.

State Goal 12A.  Know and apply concepts that explain how living things function, adapt and change.

State Goal 12B.  Know and apply concepts that describe how living things interact with each other and
                                    with their environment.
State Goal 12C.  Know and apply concepts that describe properties of matter and energy and the
                                    interactions between them.
State Goal 12D.  Know and apply concepts that describe force and motion and the principles that
                                    explain them.
State Goal 12E.  Know and apply concepts that describe the features and processes of the Earth and
                                    its resources.
State Goal 12F.  Know and apply concepts that explain the composition and structure of the universe and
                                   Earth’s place in it.
State Goal 13A.  Know and apply the accepted practices of science.

State Goal 13B.  Know and apply concepts that describe the interaction between science, technology,
                                   and society.

 Addresses benchmark  Meets benchmark
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